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SUBJECT: GOB APPROVAL OF PROPOSED SAO PAULO TRADE CENTER 

REF: BRASILIA 1149 

1 . ON MARCH 4, ECON/COMM COUNSELOR MET WITH SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE, PAULO 
VIEIRA BELOTTI, TO DISCUSS THE SAO PAULO TRADE CENTER. 
COUNSELOR NOTED THAT A DIPLOMATIC NOTE REQUESTING BRAZILIAN 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATION HAD BEEN PRESENTED TO THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND REVIEWED THE PRINCIPAL 

REASONS FOR ESTABLISHING A TRADE CENTER, AND ITS 
ADVANTAGES TO THE US AND BRAZIL. 

2. BELOTTI SHOWED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST, SAID THAT THE 
U.S. WAS PIONEERING THIS FIELD IN BRAZIL, AND AS SUCH 

WILL PROBABLY ENCOUNTER VARIOUS DIFFICULTIES IN ESTABLISHING 
SUCH A CENTER. HE WONDERED WHETHER THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MIGHT BE WORRIED ABOUT THE PRECEDENT 
THAT WOULD BE SET, AND ITS EVENTUAL EFFECTS ON 
BRAZIL'S BALANCE OF PAYMENTS. COUNSELOR POINTED OUT 
THAT TRADE CENTERS ARE NOT EASY TO ESTABLISH, AND CAN 
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E.G., US CENTERS ARE VERY LIMITED IN NUMBER WORLD WIDE. 

HE ALSO ONCE AGAIN EXPLAINED THAT THE CENTER S DISPLAYS 
WOULD OF NECESSITY CONFORM TO BRAZIL'S IMPORT 
POLICY AND PRIORITIES. 

3. BELOTTI (WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM VACATION) 

THANKED COUNSELOR FOR HIS PRESENTATION. AND STATED THAT 
HE WOULD GIVE THE MATTER HIS PERSONAL ATTENTION. 

4. NOTE: WE UNDERSTAND THAT WORK OF THE INTER-MINI- 
STERIAL GROUP IS GOING FORWARD SATISFACTORILY BUT THAT THE END 
OF THE GOB REVIEW PROCESS IS STILL SOME TIME AWAY. BELOTTI EVI- 
DENTLY HAD BEEN AWARE OF THIS SUBJECT ONLY IN GENERAL 

TERMS AND MANY OF HIS QUESTIONS WERE CLEARLY DESIGNED TO 
PROVIDE HIM WITH A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROJECT. 

HE ALSO CONVEYED THE IMPRESSION THAT HE WOULD BE GUIDED 
HEAVILY BY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY TRADE PROMOTION 
DEPARTMENT'S RECOMMENDATIONS IN THIS MATTER. 

CRIMMINS 
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